Our Boys’ Handball U/16 squad, who lost in the finals in last year’s edition, suffered a premature exit from
this competition. Our boys lost to St Michael’s Foundation and San Andrea, but managed to beat San Anton and
St Aloysius. In the end, this was not enough as St Michael’s Foundation and San Andrea progressed to the finals.

Boys representing St Martin’s College: Marcus Ward, Edward Tortell, Ben Cassar Galea, Mike Vella, Daniel
Camilleri, Kai Mizzi, Robin Cutajar, Rikki Greco and Andrew Borg Costanzi.

Our debutant Junior 6 Girls had a very positive start to the
Football Festival organised by the MFA, winning 3 games
(San Anton 1-0, St Theresa 6-0 and Nunzio School 3-0),
drew 1 against last year’s winners St Catherine’s and lost
3-1 against San Andrea. The 2nd league fixture is scheduled
on Tuesday 10th January 2012, at ST MARTIN’S COLLEGE.
Parents are invited to attend this yearly activity at our
school. The finals will be held at Ta’ Qali in May. Last year’s
Junior 6s placed 2nd after St Catherine’s.

Once again, some positive results for our students in the
Tennis Tournament held at St Dorothy’s in November.

Despite the fact that none of our students managed to win individually (Alexia Cassar losing the final in the
U/15 Girls, Kevin Woods placing 4th in the U/15 Boys and Bettina Booker losing the final in the U/13 Girls
Category), overall, our U/15 Girls placed 2nd, our U/15 Boys placed 3rd, our U/13 Girls placed 1st, while our
U/13 Boys placed the lowest, 5th.

Our U/19 Boys’ Team, performed reasonably well, despite having a couple of influential players missing.
Against fierce-rivals St Edward’s, our boys lost the 5 goal thriller, while against MCAST and De La Salle, we
held on for 2 draws, both for 2-2, despite being 2-0 up against MCAST. The final fixture was against last year’s
champions GCHSS (Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary School) who had all 7 players (and both reserves) with
the MFA National Teams, and outplayed us 4-0. The boys are eager for next January’s tournament, where a
Sports Festival will be held; Boys and Girls Football, Table Tennis, Basketball and Volleyball tournament. Our
school will be participating in all except the Volleyball competition.

Our U/16 Girls’ Team revenged last year’s disappointing 5th place to secure and bring back the trophy to
St Martin’s College with a run of 4 consecutive wins, beating St Michael’s Foundation 4-2, Sacred Heart 1-0,
and reaching the final with a 2-1 win over San Anton. In the final, we would once again play Sacred Heart, the
team who last year knocked us out of the tournament with a dubious goal - and our girls were on fire as in 2
minutes, we already had a 2 goal lead. A lack of concentration saw us concede a cheap goal, but moments later
Martina Borg, U/17 MFA National Player, sealed her hat-trick with a great individual run. Sacred Heart pulled
one goal back from a free-kick, but once again Martina restored the 2 goal lead. With 4 minutes to go, Sacred
Heart managed to get one back against the run of play. It was a nail-bitting last 3 minutes, as our girls had 8
clear chances to finish it off, but the ball just didn’t want to go in. Finally, after what felt like eternity, the final
whistle arrived, a fully deserved win!

On the same day, it was another fine performance by our Rugby U/16 Boys Team as they too ran riot and won
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all 3 Tag Games and placed 1st in the tournament against the likes of Hamrun, Marsa and B’Kara Secondary
Schools. They also won a closely fought demonstartion full contact game, St. Martins vs All Comers (combined
from other schools) at the end which we came back from being one try down at half time to win convincingly
at the end . SMC showed great team spirit and every single palyer made a positive contribution . SMC Rugby
and Sports Coaches present were impressed with the skill, determination , energy and spirit which the SMC
side showed. A very enjoyable event indeed and shows the great potential SMC has to become a leading force
in school rugby.

Our Annual Sports Festival for Middle School students took place on Monday 14th for our Jr 6 students and
Friday Friday 18th for our F2 students. Unfortunately, the F1 Sports Fest had to be postponed due to weather
conditions on the day.

All students, unless injured, took part in the Fun Run, which consisted of a run around the school premises
thoroughly supervised by teachers and support staff. Here are the results:

Levels Boys Girls

Junior 6 Jacques Calleja Robin Abbeter
Jacques Galea Souchet Amy Grech Pirotta
Adam Bradshaw Denise Micallef

Form 2 Joshua Weisling Bettina Booker
Jacques Muscat Tilly Abbot
Timmy Zammit Mia Vickery
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Students then took part in a Football Tournament (Girls or Boys), and an endless game of Prisoners, as well
as Rounders. We also had a number of Challenges to keep them busy while other classes were participating in
the team games.

Junior 6
Challenge Winner Max Score/ Runner Up Score/Time
Time
Football Heading Morgan Grima |6 headers Adam Bradshaw |5 headers
Football Juggling Morgan Grima |69 juggles Adam Bradshaw | 35 juggles
Hula Hoop Julia Aquilina 7 min 31 sec |]Jennifer Muscat 6 min 39 sec
Skipping Martha Micallef |4 min 26 sec Tabitha O’Neil 3 min 02 sec
Attard
Football Tournament | White Green
Boys
Football Tournament | Winner could not be decided as teams had to be mixed
Girls

Form 2

Challenge Winner Max Score/ Runner Up Score/Time
Time

Football Heading Sean Borg 7 headers Ella Zahra 6 headers
Football Juggling Steven Grima 38 juggles Julian Drago 23 juggles
Hula Hoop Julia Kosorukova |1 hour 7 mins | Valeria Lakhtikoea |6 min 39 sec
Skipping Harriet Unger 5 mins 16 sec | Valeria Lakhtikoea |4 mins 5 sec
Football Tournament | Red Green
Boys
Football Tournament | Blue Red
Girls

A big thank you to all teachers and coaches for their commitment and tremendous work during the first-term;
Mr Julian Xuereb, Mr Boris Lalov, Ms Jenny Pace Hickey, Mr Patrick Tabone and Mr Joe Paolella!

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and all the best for the New Year!

Andrea Vella
Sports Co-ordinator and Assistant
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St Martin's fund Raising Event

The 11th of November marked a special date in the scholastic calendar at St Martin’s College. The traditional
fund raising fair, organized to commemorate the feast of St Martin was as usual a highly anticipated event.

A wide array of stalls displaying items ranging from food and drinks, to stationery, books and even plants, were
set up for students and teachers to enjoy and make use of during recreation time. Students showed a great deal
of enthusiasm, setting up their own stands at times even competing to find out which of them managed to raise
most money for a worthy cause.

The total sum collected this year was €2,000 (80% of the money will be donated to various animal charities
whilst 20% will be used as a fund for St Martin’s Student Council).

We would like to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to all the parents and relatives who donated
money, cakes and all sorts of items which helped make the fair a great success.
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Friday 11th November proved to be a special day at St Martin’s College. The Religious Education team within
the Humanities department invited the Christian youth group Y4] to come over and animate a session with
the Form 5 students. The session took up the first two lessons
and was hosted in the cafeteria. With lively songs, ice-breaking
activities and the sharing of first-hand witnesses, students had
the opportunity to experience the Christian message in a more
youth-oriented way.

Students were then divided into small groups. Guided by a Y4]
team-leader assigned for each group, they were able to share
their thoughts. The aim of this activity was to help students
felt a deeper sense of spiritual unity and well-being; a greater
awareness of God’s loving presence in everyday life, and,
how opening one’s heart to Him in prayer can truly make a
difference in how one perceives life and relates with others.

The activity coincided well with St Martin’s day being
celebrated at school. Students came dressed casually for the
day, making them feel more ‘at home’ during this activity. Fr.
Gordon, the school chaplain, was also present during the day
for Confession. A good number of students went to the Chapel
to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation.

The Y4] activity, together with Confession and the celebration
of Holy Eucharist the following Monday form part of the
School’s spiritual development programme that contributes
towards the complete development of each student.

The photographs of the Y4] activity, presented here with this article were taken by Emma Tranter of Form 5 Blue.
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International Dag ot SMC

Students at SMC recently enjoyed a festival of colour, dance, music and food in a celebration of international
diversity. International Day is organised to encourage and promote different cultures and teach students to be
appreciative of diversity. Students prepared a stand that exhibited food, flags and souvenirs related to their
country of birth.

This was not only a festival for students, but also for parents, who helped in the food preparation, which was
then shared with other students. Russian students danced a traditional Russian dance accompanied by some
typical music of the country, while hockey was promoted at the Canadian stand. Maltese students had the
opportunity to exhibit their own projects related to the national poet Dun Karm, on the 50th anniversary of
his demise.

The celebration of diversity and multiculturalism is an important component of the ethos of St Martin’s College.
By giving students of all nationalities the opportunity to proudly showcase different aspects of their native
culture, the College is underlining the fact that knowledge of other places, peoples and cultures encourages
tolerance and appreciation of difference, both crucial elements of the holistic education that the College strives
to achieve.

SMC Prize D09

In November, prizes were awarded to the students who achieved good results or have shown improvement
last year. Well done to all prize winners and a big thank you to everyone who helped in the organization. Prizes
were also awarded to the students who achieved the best results in SEC exams last year.
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SMC Libmrg News

As you well know our book loans statistics have been very positive over the last few years and we are very
pleased to note that the momentum does not show any signs of abating. Summer loans registered an increase
over the previous summer, with a total of 877 book loans this year. Another increase was registered this
October with 1132 books eagerly borrowed by students in their first month back to school!

Our new Junior 6 students are now feeling very confident in the library thanks to the popular English Reading
Library Lessons during which anew authorisdiscussed every week. Renowned foreign author Marcus Sedgwick
visited the library in November and enthralled the students with anecdotes from ‘The raven mysteries’ series
of books for young children. Many students are now the proud owners of a signed copy of these books and
are happily reading the stories that were so vividly brought to life by Marcus during the visit. May we take
this opportunity to remind parents that Junior 6 students are to write down the details of the books that they
are reading on the ‘Blue English Reading Sheets’ that were handed to them in the first week of school. These
sheets form part of their reading assessment which will be reflected in their profiles.

Efforts to improve reading habits are being made across all levels. Language teachers are informed when
new books are purchased and students are encouraged to try out different genres. Lists of new book titles
are also placed on the school notice boards. Many new books will be added to the library collection prior to
the Christmas Holidays and we shall post a list of all these new books in the library page on LP+. We take the
opportunity to thank parents and students for handing in the ‘Agenda Books for School’ vouchers which are
redeemed against books for the library. 275 vouchers were collected this year! Thank you.

Form Z Option Programme 201

Dates Schedule
12th March 2012 Distribution of Option Booklet
13th/14th March 2012 Option Teachers talk to students
20th March 2012 Guidance teacher talks to Form 2 classes
23rd March 2012 Parents’ meeting at St Martin’s College - distribution of option forms
16th April 2012 Guidance teacher talks to students on an individual bases
(by appointment)

3rd May 2012 Collection of option forms
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OU'Hng "'0 G’OZO Form 5 Students

On the 27th of October all the Form 5 classes went to Gozo as part of the Maltese Programme. Several places
of interest were visited such as The Knights’ Old Prison, Folklore Museum, the Cathedral and Xlendi tower. The
students had a wonderful time and they learned more about our folklore and heritage.

Students Paint Mural ot H20 Divers, Marfo

During summer a group of Form 4 students, finished painting a large mural at H20 Divers at the Riviera Hotel,
Marfa. This activity was a project organised for students taking Art as part of their studies.

Using ideas from a number of their works, students drew up a sketch and worked on the project during a
number of weekends. The project allowed students to experience painting on a much larger scale than they
are used to at school. It was also an opportunity to use a variety of different paints.

The official launch of the mural was organised by H20 Divers in conjunction with the Riveria Hotel. Students
were then treated to a try dive under the supervision of professional instructors. This allowed them the
possibility to experience a different perspective of the underwater world and to appreciate the natural beauty
of the Mediterranean waters.

The students who took part in this activity were Adam Azzopardi, Nicole Bartolo, Sarah Briffa, Vladimir Danilov,
Emma Ellul, Therese Genovese, Emma Grima, Krishna Mohnani, Simran Mohnani, Nicola von Brockdorff.
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PSHE Talk for Form 4's

A panel discussion is being held this week for Form 4 students as part of their PSHE programme. The topic
is Refugees and Immigration, a topic Form 4’s have been discussing through different activities during PSHE.
Speakers from JRS (Jesuit Refugee Service) will be coming to school this Friday 16th December to give students
personal, social and legal perspectives on this topic. Many thanks go to the various speakers who take time to
visit our school and discuss this topic with our students.

Innv Malti (Middle School)

Kull nhar ta’ Tlieta filghodu madwar 40 student minn st. Martin’s College Middle School ged ikantaw I-Innu
Malti, I-Innu Nazzjonali ta’ art twelidna. Din l-inizjattiva ttiehdet mid-dipartiment tal-Malti sabiex iqanqal
l-imhabba tal-istudenti ghall-Malti u kif ukoll ghall-identita taghhom bhala Maltin shah. Barra minn hekk
studenti li huma barranin jidraw ukoll jisimghu I-Innu taghna 1-Maltin u fl-istess hin ihossuhom parti mill-
iskola taghna bhala komunita fiha nfisha. Grazzi mill-qalb lil dawn l-istudenti li gieli anki ssagrifikaw il-brejk
taghhom biex jipprattikaw.

L-Erbgha, id-disgha ta’ Novembru flimkien mal-
istudenti tal-form 1 morna naraw play dwar il-poeta
Dun Karm Psaila f’gheluq il-hamsin sena minn
mewtu. Il-play saret f’St Michael’s College gewwa
Hal-Qormi. Din inkitbet mis-sur Robert Aloisio u
kienet titratta l-hajja ta’ Dun Karm, minn tfulitu sa
mewtu. [l-play kienet miktuba b’'mod mill-aktar
interessanti u addattata ghall-istudenti li attendew
ghaliha. Il-mod kif giet imtella’ kien jirrifletti
l-hajja li qed nghixu llum, billi ssemmew suggetti
kontemporanji bhal Facebook. L-istudenti taghna
hadu gost b’din l-attivita’ u ghalhekk ser nibqghu
nfittxu li naghmlu attivitajiet simili ghaliex nemmnu
li t-taghlim imur lil hinn mill-bank tal-iskola.

http://stmichaelschool.edu.mt/galleries/gallery1.php
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Jr 6 Mowra sal-Qrendi

Mawra sal-Qrendi hadet lit-tfal tal-Jr6 lejn I-Imnajdra u Hagar qim, fejn l-istess tfal, minbarra li gawdew gurnata
mill-isbah, mimlija xemx Maltija, apprezzaw ukoll is-sbuhija tat-tempji preistori¢i Maltin. It-tfal affaxxinaw
ruhhom bil-kobor tal-gebel u bil-veduti li jaf jaghti dan il-post fin-nofsinar tal-gzira taghna. Quddiem Filfla u
mdawrin b’orizzont blu, mill-isbah, Mediterranju, l-istudenti taghna tghallmu, u fl-istess hin hadu gost jisimghu
l-gwida li tkellem b’tant hegga u entuzjazmu li minghajr ma ried gqanqal fl-istudenti xewqa ghat-taghlim dwar
dawn it-tempji maestuzi.

Xi tfal ghazlu li jgawdu din is-sbuhija bil-mod taghhom u ppruvaw ipingu dak li sabu madwarhom. Ohrajn
ghazlu li jwiegbu karta mahduma ghalihom mill-ghalliema taghhom, u ohrajn hadu gost jisimghu dak kollu li
nstema’ jidwi qalb dak il-gebel.

Nhar il-Hamis, 27 ta’ Ottubru 2011, id-
Dipartiment tal-Malti f’St. Martin’s College
organizza mawra kulturali sa Ghawdex ghall-
istudenti tal-Form 5. Din il-gurnata serviet
biex l-istudenti taghna jkollhom esperjenza
mill-qrib ta’ kif ghexu missirijietna fl-
imghoddi. L-istudenti kellhom ¢-¢ans li jigbru
xi taghrif mill-postijiet ta' interess li Zaru
flimkien mal-ghalliema taghhom u jiktbuh fil-
~ karti imhejjija b'noti u b’tahrig. Dan it-taghrif
migbur ser isibuh utli ghall-preparazzjoni
taghhom ghall-EZami tal-Orali tas-SEC. Fost
il-postijiet ta’ interess li Zorna spikkaw il-
Muzew tal-Folklor u 1-Habs l-Antik, it-tnejn
fic-Cittadella gewwa r-Rabat. Fil-Muzew tal-
Folklor, l-istudenti setghu japprezzaw, fost l-ohrajn, kif il-Maltin tal-imghoddi kienu jghixu qrib tan-natura
u li fiha kienu jsibu r-rizorsi li kellhom bzonn f’hajjtihom. Fil-Habs 1-Antik l-istudenti osservaw il-graffiti li
l-priguniera, li nZammu hawn sa minn zZmien il-Kavallieri, nagqxu mal-hitan ta¢-c¢elel taghhom. Ta’ min isemmi
li I-iktar prigunier maghrufli nZzamm f’dan il-habs kien La Valette nnifsu. Dakinhar l-istudenti kellhom i¢-¢ans
jiehdu diversi ritratti biex jibqghu jiftakru dak li raw.
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L-Esebizzjoni tal-Milied brsuccess fil-kullegqg

Ghat-tieni sena konsekuttiva, id-Dipartiment tal-Malti f’St. Martin’s College organizza l-esebizzjoni tal-Milied
madwar il-“foyer” u postijiet differenti madwar il-kullegg. Kull livell kellu jobdi l-iskema dec¢iza minn qabel u
b’hekk inholqot uniformita, anke meta l-gurija kienet qed taghti l-punti ghall-kompetizzjoni, sabiex finalment
ikunu maghrufa r-rebbieha. L-istudenti, li pparte¢ipaw b’'mod volontarju, izda kienu mhegga sabiex jaghmlu
dan, holqu atmosfera mill-isbah fl-iskola u f’"dawn iz-zminijiet sbieh tas-sena, holqu I-atmosfera festiva Natalizja
fl-iskola taghhom. Dan kien progett marbut mal-kultura Maltija, illi tant tghozz dawn iz-zZminijiet ta’ matul
is-sena, b'tizjin, funzjonijiet, ¢celebrazzjonijiet u ikel tradizzjonali. L-istudenti setghu jammiraw tipi differenti
ta’ presepji, girlandi, tizjin ghas-sigra tal-Milied, kartolini, sigar tal-Milied imzejna, u affarijiet ohra. Sezzjoni
partikolari kienet iddedikata ghal tizjin Natalizju maghmul minn materjal riciklat, halli filwaqt illi niehdu gost,
naghtu gost, izda fl-istess waqt ma naghmlux hsara lin-natura.

Barra minn hekk, l-istudenti tal-ahhar sena, fuq inizjattiva tad-Dipartiment tal-Malti holqu wkoll atmosfera
f'wahda mill-granet tal-gimaghtejn tal-esebizzjoni, meta bieghu xi ikel tradizzjonali f’"dawn iz-Zminijiet tas-
sena. Kien hemm partecipazzjoni inkoragganti hafna mill-istudenti, spe¢jalment dawk tal-“Middle School”.
Tajjeb illi ma nhallux okkazjonijiet bhal dawn jghaddu minn fugna minghajr ma noholqu l-atmosfera addattata,
halli mal-materjal akkademiku li l-istudenti taghna jitghallmu, jitghallmu wkoll jghixu f’kommunita, jiehdu
interess sabiex jissocjalizzaw ruhhom u fuq kollox ikunu kreattivi li jesprimu t-talenti taghhom, illi f’din
l-okkazjoni nistqarru kemm ahna impressjonati bit-talenti li ghandhom l-istudenti taghna.
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The first term of the scholastic year is almost over. It has been an exciting term with preparations for various
activities going on. We started off with Icebreaking Day - a team building activity involving making rafts,
setting them out to sea loaded with students and trying to row them back to shore! The event ended with the
students enjoying a pizza at a nearby pizzeria.

Our first Snapshot Feedback Reports have been sent out, followed by Parents’ Days which gave an opportunity
for the parents to meet the teachers to discuss their children’s progress.

A group of 9 students have signed up to join the President’s Award Scheme. This will take them on a journey
of action and adventure lasting them beyond their two years at Sixth Form. On the 16th November these
students were invited to the 50th Anniversary Exhibition and Bronze and Silver Presentation where they were
honoured to meet his HRH Prince Edward and The Hon. Minister Dolores Cristina.

24th November saw six Sixth Formers taking part in the Young Translation Competition organised by the
European Union and co-ordinated by Mr Rennie Mercieca. A very positive experience for all concerned.

1st December proved to be an exciting afternoon for our Sixth Form students who were invited to the Ice
Skating Rink at The Point in Sliema. This turned out to be a highlight for our students, as it was last year.

On the last day of term an activity full of fun and adventure is planned - Sixth Form students will be going to try
their hand at Paintballing. This will be the third year running for our Sixth Formers. Could be an opportunity
for them to hunt down participating teachers...

Other opportunities presented to our Sixth Form students are the Inter-school Sixth Form Debating Competition
and the Public Speaking Competition organised by the English Speaking Union of Malta.

Also coming up later this term are football, basketball and table tennis tournaments which will lead to the
winners participating in inter-school tournaments in the New Year.

Coming up next term:

For the 3rd year running, St Martin’s College Sixth Form students will be participating in the Euroscola trip
to Strasbourg between the 14th and 18th March 2012. This trip involves a day at the European Parliament,
also visiting the Court of Human Rights and the Council of Europe. The group of 21 students will be
accompanied by Mr Rennie Mercieca and Ms Anna Cali.

Plans are in hand for a grand finale to the Mid-Year examinations - an overnight camp for Sixth Formers!

Allin all, one cannot say that St Martin’s College Sixth Form students are in any danger of getting bored...
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St Martin's Foundation Parents' Circle

The St Martin’s Foundation Parents’ Circle had a busy first
term.

The Report of the Analysis of the Parents’ Questionnaire which
was sent to Parents at the end of last scholastic year is finally
concluded. Parents may see this report on the school website:-

www.smc.edu.mt/

According to the survey, one of the main concerns that Parents
are facing is stress related to homework and examinations.
With this in mind the Parents’ Circle organized a talk focusing

R N on success, parental involvement in their child’s life, the
;% importance of encouraging children and discipline.

Christmos Fair

Another successful Christmas Fair was held on Parents’ Days. All proceeds will be going to Suret [1-Bniedem
Foundation which provides shelter to homeless men, women and children.

Hamper which was kindly donated by Borg & Aquilina Ltd was won by Ms Amanda Mallia with Yellow ticket
no 070. Congratulations Ms Mallia!

Upcoming Talks - Term 2

‘Preparing for puberty

A talk for Jr 6 Parents will be held on Wednesday 8th February 2012 at Chiswick House School.
Speaker: Ms Eleanor Marmara’

Term 3
QUIZ NIGHT will be held on Friday 25th May 2012. Look out for further details.
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